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Outlook for North Korea's Policy toward South Korea in 2024

Park, EunJoo (Director, Gaeseong Industrial District Foundation)

After North Korea declared a shift in its strategy toward South
Korea, it has been escalating the level of threats against South Korea,
While North Korea's aggressive polices toward South Korea is not
new, this is the first time that North Korea has defined inter-Korean
relations as “a relationship between two hostile countries and two
belligerents at war,” The change in North Korea's policy toward South
Korea became apparent at the end of 2023, last year. Kim Jong Un
formalized inter-Korean relations as ‘hostile nation’” during the plenary
meeting of the Korean Workers™ Party last year, He prescribed the
reorganization and restructuring of inter - Korean organizations,
including the Unification Front Department and ordered for a military
arsenal build-up to prepare for a war that can break out at any time
on the peninsula, As a result, the Korean Peninsula has now emerged
as a potential hotspot for an outbreak of war, As Kim defined
inter-Korean relations in 2024 as 'hostile nations relation' and 'a
relationship between two hostiles at war,' the direction of North
Korea's change in policy toward South Korea became clearer, Kim's
statements suggest North Korea's intention to completely sever ties

with South Korea and adopt a hostile path. While it remains uncertain
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whether this shift in policy toward South Korea will lead to actual
actions, it's crucial to analyze why Kim has adopted such a forward
and aggressive attitude. Accordingly, this paper examines the
principles and objectives of North Korea's policy toward South Korea
during the Kim Jong Un era and analysises as well as how it has
evolved, As a result of analyzing North Korea's policy toward South
Korea during the Kim Jong Un era, it could be broadly divided into
four stages. Through this, it outlook North Korea's policy toward
South Korea in 2024 and presented policy implications at three major

levels.

Keywords: Kim Jong Un’s Era, Shift in Policy toward South Korea,
Situation Outlook 2024, Hostile Relationship Between North and

South Korea






