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2012 4.66 1.87 2.90 1.15
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Characteristics and Evaluation of North Korean

Urban-Housing Policies
Soon-Jick Hong (Seoul National University Asia Center)

Despite the intense international economic sanctions against North
Korea and the aftermath of COVID-19 under the Kim Jong-un regime,
the North Korean economy is relatively active in the urban and housing
construction sector, When Kim Jong-un announced his socialist labor plan
in April 2012, he announced that he would promote large-scale
construction projects, linking national territory construction with the
construction of a strong and prosperous socialist nation, In the first half
of his reign, he built five new streets (new towns), including Ryo-myong
Street and three Scientist Streets in Pyongyang.

In particular, at the 8th Party Congress in January 2021, he announced
a five-year national economic development plan(2021~2025), revealing
a massive housing construction plan, including 50,000 houses in
Pyongyang and 25,000 houses in Geomdeok District, Hamgyeongnam-do.
This is interpreted as a strong expression of the will to create a ‘strong
socialist nation’ in the construction sector by building Pyongyang as a
‘socialist fairyland’ model and spreading it to the provinces, Thanks to
this policy, there is even a saying that "Pyongyang is under construction
now.”

Over the past 10 years, North Korea’s urban-housing policies have
focused on going under large-scale developments (street or district-level),
building skyscrapers and various auxiliary facilities, and enhancing
modern technologies, These are considered to have served both
purposes: internally solidifying the regime and inducing loyalty
competition, and externally overcoming COVID-19 and sanctions against

North Korea, ultimately highlighting Kim Jong-un's leadership,



However, it is expected that Pyongyang's expansion, unbalanced
development between urban and rural areas, and irrational allocation will
conflict with traditional socialist urban and housing policies, as well as
side effects such as difficulties in financing, construction materials, and
related infrastructure in the future, excessive mobilization of the people,
corruption of bureaucrats, and the possibility of gentrification, Therefore,
to improve inter-Korean relations in the future, it is necessary to seek
inter-Korean cooperation in the housing sector in terms of business and

North Korea's livelihood support,

(Keywords) Kim Jong-un Era, North Korean Urban-Housing Policies,
The construction of 50,000 Houses in Pyongyang, Inter-Korean

cooperation,



