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North Korean people’s right to food:
Focusing on grain production and supply andregional differences

in consumption

Chung Hui Cho(Good farmers Research Institute Director)

The most important right for human survival is the right to eat. This
is because the mental and physical activities that are the process of human
survival are a series of processes of replenishing and consuming energy.
For this reason, we refer to the right to food as the right to food. There
are areas all over the world where we live where the right to food is
not guaranteed as a basic and universal human right, and North Korea
is one of these, Why is there a people who speaks the same language
as us and lives together on the Korean Peninsula? How is the current
situation different from us, who rarely worry about eating and only know
the Korean expression for “starving’?

After division, North Korea's population has increased exponentially,
from about 10 million at the beginning of liberation in 1945 to over 25
million now, and the demand for food has doubled. The arable land
required for grain production remains the same, and grain production
cannot keep up with the increase due to rigid agricultural policies, so
many residents are exposed to hunger due to quantitative and qualitative
shortages of food. In particular, since the 1990s, productivity has slowed
significantly due to economic difficulties, instability in the weather
environment due to global warming, and poor agricultural production
environments due to international sanctions and the North Korean
authorities' blockade policy, making North Korea unable to escape famine

every year,



The recent surge in grain prices in the market has become a serious
disaster for North Korean residents, who spend more than half of their
household expenses on food purchases, In this situation, I think it is
very meaningful to examine the problems and reality of North Korea's
right to food and devise countermeasures, So what is the reason for the
inequality in North Korean residents’ right to food?

The most important reasons are the rigidity of the system based on
collectivism and the closed self-reliant economy, but if analyzed in detail
on a realistic basis, firstly, there are regional differences in guaranteeing
the right to food, and secondly, regional differences in agricultural
production due to the characteristics of land distribution, It is in The
way to guarantee the right to food in North Korea is to resolve the
shortage of food resources through exchange and cooperation, resolve
the rigidity of the supply system, and ensure autonomous, regular, and
stable access to food resources through the introduction of a diverse food
consumption culture, The goal is to lower grain consumption standards,
(Main keywords) Right to food, economic hardship, natural disaster,

regional differences, production and supply



